
An Interview with the new President of the 
International Political Science Association

Leonardo Morlino, a leading scholar in the field of the comparative study of regime 
changes and democratic consolidation, professor of political science at the SUM of 
Florence, former president of the Italian Political Science Association (1998- 2001) and 
for a long time co-editor of the Rivista Italiana di Scienza Politica was elected in 2009 
President of the IPSA. IPS has conducted with him this interview.

Dear Leonardo Morlino, your election as president of the International Political 
Science Association can be seen as a personal tribute to your long and prestigious 
career of scholar, but also to the international role of Italian political science. IPS 
would like to ask you some questions about your new responsibilities.

IPS: First of all what is the nature of IPSA, and what is its state today ? 

Morlino: IPSA was founded more than 60 years ago, in 1949, out of the initiative of 
French, British and North American scholars. The two key missions were pointed 
out since the beginning by the first president, a well known international relations 
scholar, Quincy Wright: to strengthen research in political science and to expand it 
globally. Since then, all presidents have maintained the same goals. The key feature of 
IPSA is obviously its world wide scope. Here, a somewhat ironic aspect should be 
addressed: while the world is becoming increasingly globalized, at the same time the 
academic disciplines in the field of the social sciences tend to be more and more 
regionalized. This takes place in economics, but also in political science, where the 
two strongest associations are the American Political Science Association (APSA) 
and the European Consortium for Political Research (ECPR), representing together 
more than 70% of all political scientists at world wide level. 

The simple explanation of the paradox rests in the specific goals pursued by those 
associations: providing professional recognition within better known environments, 
help in the recruitment process, higher homogeneity in research interests. The space 
for an association (such as IPSA) that is highly heterogeneous with reference to 
approaches, methodologies and research topics is created precisely by this peculiar 
characteristics. This implies the continuous discussion and confrontation to 
overcome the ‘separate tables’ that are distinctive of the discipline in the last decades, 
as denounced vigorously by Gabriel Almond. If we accept the assumption that 
debate and confrontation are the main ways for a social science to develop and 
ultimately achieve new research results IPSA is the necessary, key arena where this 
happens. In this perspective, the improved instruments of communication 
developed by the association additionally help and contribute to explain the present 
vitality and strength of IPSA, complemented by the vitality and strength of other 
main regional associations.
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IPS:  How can IPSA contribute to the development of political science at the global 
level ?

Morlino: To strengthen research in political science we are devoting a special 
attention and we are investing increasing resources in the development of the 
activities of research committees as well as in the inclusion of young scholars in those 
committees. To expand it globally we created several new activities and pursued a 
policy of acquiring new collective members and institutional members. The renewed 
membership of India that had left IPSA a few years ago is in this perspective very 
important. So are the efforts we are making to bring Chinese scholars among our 
individual members and to have the collective affiliation of the national association 
of Chinese political scientists. With regard to institutional membership, we are 
considering as new institutional members a number of foundations and specific 
institutions that conduct research on democratization. 

IPS: The organization of the triennial World Congress is the most well known 
activity of IPSA; beside this what are the other main activities of this 
organization ?

Morlino: In addition to the World Congress, there are now middle-size conferences 
(with 500/700 participants) between the World Congresses, such as those held in 
Montreal (2008) and in Luxembourg (2010). We also pursue the strengthening of 
IPSA publications with a new journal, the reshaping of our bulletin Participation in 
addition to our traditional International Political Science Review (IPSR), which is 
now a well established journal with a good impact factor. The organization of 
summer schools in Latin America, Africa and Asia is another set of new activities we 
are developing.

IPS: Which are, if any, the main weaknesses and current problems that IPSA has to 
face?

Morlino: As it often happens, the weaknesses are also the strengths. Obviously a 
worldwide organization is not easy to run and for years the ‘natural’ inclination was 
to constrain everything in the world congress. Now the informatics revolution is 
paving the way for coping with the related problems. 

IPS: What is the program of your presidency?

Morlino: In my acceptance speech I suggested the general goals of my presidency 
that I also began immediately to implement. More in particular I mentioned the 
necessity of: 1. being more effective in the way IPSA contributes to the profession 
and the discipline; 2. developing the activities of the research committees through a 
higher inclusiveness and encouraging the participation of young scholars; 3. 
encouraging and supporting the Global South Initiative in all its activities 
(Inclusiveness); 4. promoting the creation of new national associations and 
expanding IPSA’s collective membership; 5. creating more opportunities for 
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meetings, such as the Montreal Conference of 2008 and the Luxemburg Conference 
of 2010; 6. developing IPSA’s publications and particularly revisiting the format of 
our bulletin (Participation) in order to make it a much more effective professional 
journal; 7. working on improving the teaching of political science at the graduate 
level by means of Summer Schools and other such academic activities; 8. promoting 
a much closer and effective relationship with APSA and ECPR, but also with the 
International Sociological Association and the International Studies Association, 
especially by establishing direct relationships between our research committees, the 
APSA organized sections and the ECPR standing groups; 9. improving the quality of 
our activities by creating better opportunities to do research and by improving 
debate and participation in IPSA congresses and conferences.

IPS: Over the past 50 years or so the centre of gravity of international political 
science has been mainly located in the US and then increasingly also in Europe 
(and especially Western Europe). How do you evaluate the development of 
political science in other areas of the world? Which are the most promising areas? 
And how do you see the role of IPSA in this regard?

Morlino: As we saw in Santiago (IPSA Conference of 2009), for different reasons 
related to the political developments of Latin American countries this area is very 
interesting and promising for political science. This development is complemented 
by similar changes and new initiatives not only in Japan, but also in Korea, Taiwan, 
Australia, and even Indonesia. With the important exception of South Africa, 
political science remains largely underdeveloped in most of Africa. Here, we must 
openly recognize that the progress of this domain is related to progress in democracy 
and, at a minimal level, with the possibility of conducting freely and with safety such 
a research activity.

IPS: With regard to Italian political science how do you evaluate the role it is 
playing today in the international arena? 

Morlino: Despite the modest size of our community, which is much smaller than the 
US, Canadian, British, and German ones, Italian political scientists who publish in 
English are read and a few of them are well known. In addition, there is also in our 
field as well an Italian diaspora made of good, young and not so young scholars in 
prominent positions especially in the US and the UK. Let me add that if Italian 
university institutions would give a slightly stronger support to Italian scholars who 
live and work in Italy in terms of organization and research funds the situation 
would improve enormously because of the quality of our young scholars. 

IPS: Thank you very much Leonardo Morlino for sharing with us your views. Our 
best wishes for your new responsibilities!
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